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that was ever produced. But its errors and illusions are
fully outweighed by great truths and lofty sentiments,
and, in making an appraisal, one should offset the grave
defects of the book by its still larger merits.
The Merits and Defects of the Emile
it is most          The Emile, it must be admitted at the start, is often
illogical, but                                .                           .
brilliant and illogical, erratic, and inconsistent. Rousseau constantly
convincing. swayS from optimism to pessimism, from spontaneity
to authority, from liberalism to intolerance. While -he
holds that society is thoroughly corrupt, he has great
confidence in the goodness of all individuals of which it
is composed. In the face of history and psychology, he
opposes nature to culture, and creates a dualism between
emotion and reason. Although the instincts and re-
actions of Emile are apparently given free play, they
are really under the constant guidance of his tutor.
The supposed isolation of the pupil is conveniently for-
gotten on occasion by attendance at fairs, parties, and
competitions with his fellows. Emile is to have his
individuality developed to its utmost, but Sophie's is to
be trained out of her. However, in spite of such glaring
inconsistencies, the Emile has at all times been ac-
counted a work of great richness and power. The
brilliant thought, the underlying wisdom of many of
his suggestions, the sentimental appeal, and the clear,